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Background and objectives
The ecological goods and services provided by the world's oceans are critical to human
well-being and prosperity. However, the sustainable management of these resources
remains a significant challenge. Embedded within large, complex socio-ecological
systems and facing uncertain and unpredictable threats, such as those associated with
climate change and population growth, successfully protecting marine resources
requires the integration of science into policy to support evidence-informed decisionmaking.
Despite widespread efforts to improve the integration of marine science into policy
and practice around the world, the practicalities of how to successfully achieve this
remains elusive to many environmental scientists. This is particularly true for early
career researchers (ECRs). Evidence indicates that while influencing policy is an
important goal for many ECRs, they are often not provided with the necessary training
to understand the complexities of policy processes, or how to engage effectively with
decision-makers.
To this end, the Network of Early Career Scientists of the Integrated Marine Biosphere
Research (IMBeR) project, together with the EU project EKLIPSE and the MarCons
COST Action, are pleased to convene this workshop and share practical knowledge,
skills and tools that can assist you to operate more effectively at the science-policysociety interface.
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Sponsors
(In alphabetical order)

Blue World Institute
http://www.blue-world.org

The Blue World Institute of Marine Research and Conservation
(BWI) works to protect the marine environment in the Adriatic
Sea. To that purpose, the Blue World Institute operates three
programmes – research, education, and conservation. Our
research focuses mainly on large marine vertebrates (dolphins
and whales, sea turtles, sharks and giant devil rays) informing
our education activities and conservation projects. We work
from the Adriatic islands of Lošinj, Murter and Vis, with the
local communities, and collaborate nationally, regionally and
internationally to advance sustainable marine management
and environmental sustainability in the Mediterranean Basin.

Centre for Marine Socioecology (CMC)
http://marinesocioecology.org

Australia’s Centre for Marine Socioecology was established to
address the current and future use of its marine coasts and
oceans. The CMS is a joint collaboration between the University
of Tasmania, CSIRO and the Australian Antarctic Division and
brings together disciplinary expertise in physics, law,
economics, biology, sociology, and governance. The Centre
uses this expertise to focus on the complex issues that are
developing in the management of the marine estate.

Knowledge & Learning Mechanism on
Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services (EKLIPSE)
http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu
EKLIPSE is an EU project which aims to set up a light,
transparent and self-sustainable mechanism to support
evidence-based policy on biodiversity and ecosystem services
in the EU, through a strong Science-Policy-Society interface.
One of our main goals is to engage the wide community of
people working in all different aspects of biodiversity and
ecosystems services, in science, in policy and in society,
through our wide range of activities and processes, such as this
workshop.
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Integrated Marine Biosphere Research (IMBeR)
http://www.imber.info
IMBeR is an international project that promotes integrated
marine research through a range of research topics towards
sustainable, productive and healthy oceans at a time of global
change, for the benefit of society.

MARCONS
http://www.marcons-cost.eu

The MarCons COST Action CA15121 consolidates a network of
scientists and stakeholders who are involved in marine
conservation in European and contiguous seas. By advancing
the science of integrated conservation planning, promoting
regional coordination and transboundary conservation,
proposing specific conservation actions, accounting for climatic
change and biological invasions, and providing guidance for
assessing governance issues to make marine spatially managed
areas more effective, this Cost Action aims to bridge the gap
between conservation science and policy makers and
substantially contribute to the challenge of halting biodiversity
loss in the European Seas by 2020.

3

Programme
Day 1, 17th June 2018
Time
Topic
0900 Welcome and workshop
overview
0920 Introductions (lecturers
and participants)
1010 Importance, current
status and future of
marine ecosystems
1045
1115 Key concepts in marine
policy

Lecturer
Chris

Suggested reading

All
Albert



Norström et al. 2017. Frontiers in
Ecology & the Environment.
 Nash et al. 2017. Nature Ecology and
Evolution.
Morning tea
Chris
 Evans and Cvitanovic. In review. Palgrave
Communications.
 Cornell et al. 2013. Environmental
Science and Policy.
Peter
 Mackelworth et al. 2013. Marine Policy.

1200 Governance case study 1:
Cres-Lošinj Special Marine
Reserve
1220 Governance case study 2: Marie
The Baltic Sea
1240 The role of science in
Prue
evidence-informed
marine management



Tynkkynen et al. 2014. AMBIO.



Addison et al. 2017. ICES Journal of
Marine Science.
 Fox et al. 2012. Conservation Letters.
 Saarman et al. 2013. Ocean and Coastal
Management.
Lunch

1330
1430 Practical Session 1:
Peter
Attitudes and beliefs in
decision-making
1545
Afternoon tea
1615 Practical Session 1
Peter
continued.
1730
Day 1 close – group dinner at Bora Bar
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Day 2, 18th June 2018
Time
Topic
0900 Revisit day 1, overview of
day 2
0915 Producing usable marine
science; theory and practice

1000 Making models
indispensable for decisionmakers
1045
1115 Improving knowledge
exchange among marine
scientists & decision-makers

Lecturer
Chris
Albert

Prue

Chris

Suggested reading



Dilling & Lemos. 2011. Global
Environmental Change.
 Balvanera et al. 2017. Ecology and
Society.
 Addison et al. 2013. Diversity and
Distributions.
 Voinov et al. 2016. Environmental
Modelling and Software.
Morning tea
 Cvitanovic et al. 2015. Ocean and Coastal
Management.
 Cvitanovic et al. 2016. Journal of
Environmental Management.
 Cvitanovic et al. In review. PLoS One.

1200 Institutional innovations to
Marie
support knowledge
exchange
1245
Lunch
1345 Practical Session 2: Engaging with, and pitching to, policy-makers and other end-users:
 4 * 10-minute talks by lecturers drawing on their personal experiences (how
they do it, challenges, what they’ve learnt, etc.).
- Marie (microplastics in the Baltic Sea)
- Peter (Croatian and EU context)
- Prue (engaging with business and industry)
- Chris (the Australian experience)
 Q and A panel discussion
1500
Afternoon tea
1530 Practical Session 3: Developing your policy pitch
- Breakout groups (all lecturers)
1630 Practical Session 4: Turning your policy pitch into a policy brief for impact (Marie)
1730
Day 2 close
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Day 3, 19th June 2018
Time Topic
Lecturer Suggested reading
0900 Revisit day 2, overview of day 3 Chris
0915 Alternative career pathways to have impact on marine policy and practice (5 *
10-minute talks):
 Conservation group – Peter
 Boundary organisation – Marie
 Program manager – Albert
 Knowledge Exchange Research Fellow – Prue
 Knowledge broker – Chris
Q and A panel discussion
1045
Morning tea
1115 Practical Session 5: Using social Albert
 Darling et al. 2013. Ideas in
media to increase the impact of
Ecology and Evolution.
your research
 Collins et al. 2016. PLoS One.
 Shiffman. 2018. Fisheries.
1215
Lunch
1315 Practical Session 6: Developing
Prue
infographics
1400 Practical Session 7: Writing
Chris
blogs that people want to read
1445
Afternoon tea
1515 The EKLIPSE Project
Zoi
1600 Let’s practice what we’ve learnt. For example, students can:
 Continue working on your policy brief
 Work on your twitter account
 Write a blog about your research
 Develop an infographic from your research
All the lecturers will be floating around the room to help you with whatever
you’re working on!
1730

Day 3 close
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Day 4, 20th June 2018
Time Topic
Lecturer Suggested reading
0900 Revisit day 3, overview of day 4
Chris
0915 Practical session 8: Building your
Prue
online profile
1015
Morning tea
1045 Practical session 9: Planning for
Chris
impact
1200
Lunch
1300 Ethical considerations for scientists Marie
 Bennett et al. 2017. Marine
working with decision-makers
Policy 81: 411-418.
 Baron 2016. Nature 540:
517-519.
1330 Personal attributes of scientists
that impact policy and practice

Chris



Evans and Cvitanovic (In
review). Palgrave
Communications.

1400 4 * 10-minute talks about the practicalities of navigating complex, and morally
challenging, stakeholder settings:
 JB (Global Fisheries and Aquaculture Corporations)
 Jelena (Science and MPA management in Lošinj)
 Prue (working with multinational business)
 Albert (Experiences from PECS)
Q and A session
1530 Workshop evaluation, summary
Chris
and next steps
1630
Workshop close
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The lecturers

Dr Chris Cvitanovic is a Research Fellow at the University of
Tasmania, Australia, specialising in knowledge exchange,
stakeholder engagement and the governance of marine
resources. In doing so Chris draws on almost ten years of
experience working at the interface of science and policy for
the Australian Government Department of Environment, and
then as a Knowledge Broker in CSIROs Climate Adaptation
Flagship. Previously Chris also worked as a Marine Ecologist,
with his research focused on understanding the mechanisms
underpinning the resilience of coral reef systems, primarily
herbivory and water quality.
Get in touch with Chris at Christopher.Cvitanovic@utas.edu.au
or on twitter @ChrisCvitanovic

Dr Prue Addison is a marine conservation scientist who is
passionate about improving the use of science in decisionmaking. Prue is currently based at the University of Oxford, UK
where she works with multinational businesses, government
agencies and NGOs bringing lessons from conservation science
to help mainstream biodiversity in the private sector. Her work
focuses on corporate biodiversity accountability in particular,
helping businesses develop systems to measure, evaluate and
report on their biodiversity performance. Prior to this Prue
worked in government, academic and private organisations in
Australia and the UK. Her career began with a strong ecological
focus, investigating the dynamics of rocky intertidal reef
communities in Australia. Since then her research has evolved,
and she now works as a conservation scientist facilitating the
improved use of scientific approaches in biodiversity and ocean
conservation.
Website: https://prueaddison.com
Twitter: https://twitter.com/prueaddison
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Dr Peter Mackelworth is a geographer and conservation
biologist with expertise in the development of marine
conservation policies and sustainable development in small
island environments. He completed his PhD at University
College London in 2007 focussing on marine conservation in
Croatia. His current research projects cover two main fields.
The first is looking at the development of marine
conservation within Croatia, specifically the application of
the international conventions and agreements. The second
is broader, looking at the development of transboundary
marine conservation in the Adriatic, Mediterranean and
globally. He has worked for the Croatian NGO Blue World
Institute since its inception in 2000, he has taught on the
Conservation Masters course at the University of Primorska
in Slovenia since 2013 and also cooperates with research
groups and organisations throughout the Mediterranean
and further afield.

Dr Marie Löf is a biologist and ecotoxicologist with a PhD in
environmental science. She currently works as a researcher
with a strong focus on science communication and outreach
within the Baltic Eye project, at the Baltic Sea Centre,
Stockholm University. The aim of the Baltic Eye is to bridge
the gap between science and decision-making for
sustainable management of the Baltic Sea.
Marie previously worked as an economist and has a BA in
business administration and organizational development,
but her environmental interest and fascination for nature
and birds in particular led her into research. Her research
spans from combination effects of multiple stressors in
benthic fauna and effects of microplastic pollution to
questions linking social and natural sciences, such as
knowledge exchange and knowledge co-production. Marie’s
personal goal is that her research and communication will
contribute to a more sustainable use of the marine
ecosystem.
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Dr Albert Norström is the Executive Director of Future
Earth's Programme on Ecosystem Change and Society
(PECS), based at the Stockholm Resilience Centre, Sweden.
PECS research uses conceptual frameworks and tools to
understand and compare long-term case studies to
determine general principles to manage social-ecological
systems.
Albert has a PhD in natural resource management and is an
active member of the Resilience Alliance - an
interdisciplinary network that analyzes the integrated
dynamics of people and nature from a social-ecological
system perspective. He is involved in multiple projects
working towards sustainable management, including the
Seeds of a Good Anthropocene that aims to solicit, explore,
and develop plausible, positive visions of futures that are
socially and ecologically desirable, just, and sustainable.
He is subject editor for the journal Ecology and Society and
external scientific advisor for the EU FP7 research
programme OPERAs. He is a member of the Development
Teams of the Future Earth Knowledge Action Networks on
Transformations, and Food-Energy-Water Nexus.

Dr Zoi Konstantinou is a marine scientist whose expertise
lies in the development of social-ecological models, through
participatory processes, to support Integrated Coastal
Management. She has worked with issues relating to
transdisciplinary coastal and marine management and
science-policy-society integration since 2008, as a
researcher, science communicator and teacher. Her current
post-doctoral research involves the development of
processes and models to support Marine Spatial Planning
under frameworks of inadequate or over-complex
governance. In parallel, she is the Networking focal point for
the EKLIPSE project, which aims to develop a mechanism to
support issues relating to biodiversity and ecosystem
services at the Science-Policy-Society interface.
Faculty of Science & Interdisciplinary Centre for Marine and
Environmental Research (Ciimar), University of Porto,
Portugal – zkonstantinou@ciimar.up.pt
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The participants
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:

Jelena Basta
jelena.basta@blue-world.org
Blue World Institute
Croatia
Education Program Director
Environmental education

Brief summary of your research:
My professional interest is related to the sustainable development of the Adriatic
island of Lošinj in the context of marine environment conservation. In my research
I focus on identifying local people's perceptions and use of the marine environment,
their expectations and suggestions for its conservation. Additionally, I am looking at
attitudes of Lošinj island inhabitants to changes in condition and use of the marine
environment in past decades. The overall objective of this research is to analysis the
economic, social and conservation aspects of establishing a MPA in the Cres – Lošinj
archipelago.
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Vanessa Bednarz
bednarz.vanessa@gmail.com
Centre Scientifique de
Monaco
Germany
Post-doc
Biology

My research area is coral ecophysiology with a particular focus on nutrient cycling
between the coral host and its associated microbial symbionts. The symbiosis with
microorganisms plays an essential role for coral reef health and one of my research
goals is to investigate how local and global stressors impact the physiology and
biogeochemistry of host-microbe interactions and subsequently the capacity of
corals to adapt to a changing marine environment.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or
status:
Primary
scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Lea Beloša
belosa.lea@gmail.com
O Instituto de Vulcanologia e
Avaliação de Riscos (IVAR)
Croatia
MSc Student
Geology

I am geology student which applied for workshop during my internship in volcanic
institute in Azores (Portugal). I have interest in environmental protection and would
like to continue my career path in that way. In November I was participating in
oceanographic cruise during which we were analysing water column and looking for
micro plastic particles. That caught my interest and opened my eyes a lot so I
decided to sample sea bottom during cruise and analyse sea bed sediment on micro
plastic particles too. My work is still in progress.
Name:
Email Address:

Stephanie Brodie
stephbrodie1@gmail.com

Twitter handle:

@DrStephBrodie

Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

University of California Santa
Cruz
USA
Post-doc
Marine Ecology

I am a marine ecologist with a broad interest in spatial ecology and the pelagic
environment. My research has typically focused on fish and fisheries and the role
that oceanographic processes play on species distributions. I am interested in
applied research and understanding how future environmental change and
variability may affect living marine resources and marine communities.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Giulia Donati
Via Pentima 22

Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:

Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology ETHZ, Zurich
Switzerland
PhD student
Landscape ecology

Brief summary of your research:
I am a PhD student of the Landscape Ecology research unit at the ETHZ, in Zurich. I
investigate the ecological and evolutionary drivers shaping spatial variation of
tropical reef fishes’ biodiversity. More precisely, I am interested in the identification
of dispersal traits affecting gene flow and demonstrating direct implications on
within- and between-species diversity. My work combines multidisciplinary
approaches such as phylogenetic and spatial, geometric morphometrics as well as
population genetics.
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

André Frainer
andre.frainer@uit.no
@andre_frainer
UiT The Arctic University of
Affiliation:
Norway
Country:
Norway
Position or status: Post-doc
Primary scientific
discipline:

Ecology

Brief summary of your research:
I analyse how climate change is affecting the distribution of marine fish and marine
functional traits across the Barents Sea. Using a long-term data set covering 3600 locations
across nine years of sampling, my colleagues and I have identified that traits linked to boreal
fish communities are rapidly expanding poleward, and have started to become common in
areas previously known to contain only traits related to Arctic marine fish. This
borealization of the Arctic marine fish communities has strong implications for marine
ecosystem functioning and for future fisheries, given that the boreal traits represent
species with large body sizes and broad feeding niches, and will most likely extirpate typical
Arctic species in the near future, which are more vulnerable to predation and more limited
competitors.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Louis Hadjioannou
louis@enaliaphysis.org.cy

Enalia Physis Environmental
Research Centre
Country:
Cyprus
Position or status: Research Director
Primary scientific
Marine ecology
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
Affiliation:

With a background in biology, ecology and taxonomy, my interests lie primarily within the
field of marine ecology. My research area focuses on the impact that changing
environmental parameters have on marine invertebrates, especially scleractinian corals. I
primarily study the ecology of scleractinian corals, with emphasis on anthropogenicallyinduced disturbances. I am also involved in projects involving the monitoring of alieninvasive species and their effects on the environment (especially in marine protected areas)
as well as research on the impact of fisheries by-catch on vulnerable species (cetaceans,
monk seal, turtles, elasmobranchs, seabirds) and experiment with mitigation measures.
Other projects also include deep-water habitats and underwater cave exploration. In
addition, I take part in collaborations through which the main aim is to protect and conserve
regions of special ecological interest.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or
status:
Primary scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Christina Hörterer
choerter@awi.de
Alfred Wegner Institute for
Polar and Marine Research
Germany
Researcher
Aquaculture

My current project focuses on the impacts of environmental change on selected Blue
Growth sectors and the perception of relevant stakeholders from fisheries, aquaculture,
wind energy, coastal and maritime tourism, as well as nature conservation at the German
North Sea coast. We focus not only on providing knowledge for the stakeholders but also
on facilitating and promoting mutual knowledge transfer between them. Our approach is
to involve stakeholders in workshops. My former research was mainly based on the
biological aspects of aquaculture, such as the sustainable maintenance and feeding of
aquaculture organisms ranging from freshwater crayfish to marine finfish. In addition to my
research, I teach applied marine biology at the University of Applied Sciences in
Bremerhaven.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Eva Horvat
eva79horvat@gmail.com

Institute REVIVO, Institute for
Ichthyological and Ecological
Research
Country:
Slovenia
Position or status: Early career researcher
Primary scientific
Ecology and biodiversity
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
Affiliation:

As a newly employed researcher at the Institute for Ichthyological and Ecological
Research (Institute REVIVO) I am involved in different ecological and environmental
projects. Some projects are educational (preparing environmental workshops for
children, content for educational paths, articles on previous research, …) and one
is about designing a multiannual regional work programme for fisheries in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea (STREAM).
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Céline Jacob
celine.jacob05@aptalumni.org

ex-Ifremer (starting a new postAffiliation:
doc in September at UQOQuébec, Canada)
Country:
France
Position or status: Post-doc
Primary scientific
Geography and spatial planning
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
I am interested in the assessment of environmental policies, the study of
governance systems and the tools used for biodiversity management related to
marine environment. My interdisciplinary work draws from geography, economics,
ecology and aims at increasing environmental management efficiency through the
use of geographic approaches. I have been working on the implementation of the
Marine Strategy Framework Directive in France and on different case studies in
relation with the application of Integrated Coastal Zone Management. I have also
been analysing the application of biodiversity offset mechanism to the marine
realm. The projects I have been involved in are mostly collaborative, in particular
with MPAs managers, environmental agencies, environmental consultancies and
developers.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:

Jean-Baptiste Jouffray
jean-baptiste.jouffray@su.se
@jb_jouffray
Stockholm Resilience Centre
Sweden
PhD student

Primary scientific
discipline:

Sustainability science

Brief summary of your research:
I am a joint PhD candidate of the Global Economic Dynamics and Biosphere programme
(GEDB) at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, and Stockholm Resilience Centre at
Stockholm University. I have a background in natural science with an undergraduate degree
in Biology of Organisms, Populations and Ecosystems from University Paul-Sabatier
(France), and a MSc in Ecology from Stockholm University. I am interested in the interlinked
social, economic and ecological challenges that shape the new global ocean context and its
resilience in the Anthropocene; ranging from the Hawaiian archipelago and indicators for
effective coral reef management, to the seafood industry at a global scale and the influence
of transnational corporations. I have recently started to investigate the role of the financial
sector and whether there could be entry points for sustainability considerations into
seafood financial decisions.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Laura Kaikkonen
laura.m.kaikkonen@helsinki.fi
@laurakaikkonen
Ecosystems and Environment
Affiliation:
Research Programme, University
of Helsinki
Country:
Finland
Position or status: PhD student
Primary scientific
Marine biology
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
My PhD research focuses on the environmental impacts of seabed mineral extraction and
understanding how seafloor exploitation affects marine ecosystems. I am interested in how
adverse effects of human activities may be estimated prior to disturbance and how impact
assessments may be improved. I examine methods of using biological and geological data
to support marine spatial planning and to explore new ways to estimate the environmental
impacts of seabed resource exploitation. In the first phase of my work, I examined methods
to assess ecological impacts of mineral extraction and the implications of current
methodology for environmental risk assessments. I will further study the ecological role of
marine mineral deposits as a habitat and link the findings to ecological impact assessments.
My aim is to explore how ecological data may be used in science-based decision-making to
support sustainable use of marine resources.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:

Vasiliki Kousteni
kousteni@hcmr.gr

Hellenic Centre for Marine Research
Greece
Position or status: Post-doc
Primary scientific
Biologist
discipline:
Country:

Brief summary of your research:
I am currently working as a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Institute of Marine Biological
Resources and Inland Waters (IMBRIW) at the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR)
in Athens, Greece. I am a biologist and the main research areas include fisheries biology,
population genetics, phylogeography and the heavy metal content of two shark species. I
am currently working in the National Data Collection Framework Program, and specifically
on collecting biological information on commercial species (fish, crustaceans and
cephalopods), data processing and writing of scientific reports for the European
Commission. A part of my research focuses on the population genetic structure assessment
of fish.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Hanna Łądkowska
hanna.ladkowska@ug.edu.pl
@laurakaikkonen
University of Gdańsk/ Institute of
Affiliation:
Oceanography
Country:
Poland
Project Manager and PhD
Position or status:
student
Primary scientific
Oceanography
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
Application of the System Approach Framework (SAF): Socio-economic consequences of
decreasing water quality in the coastal zone of the Gulf of Gdańsk. SAF analysis includes
four main steps: System Design, System Formulation, System Appraisal and System Output.
Therefore, the thesis will: review and select the indicators for assessing the state of the
environment that could be used to develop a conceptual model for the Gulf of Gdańsk
(including ecological, social and economic components); perform numerical modelling of
the social-economic-environmental relationships with regards to the available measured
data. As an outcome, the development of the riverine waters plum model as a tool for
visualization of Vistula River economic impact on the coastal communities along Vistula Spit
is planned to deliver.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Vasiliki (Valia) Lianou
vlianou@geol.uoa.gr
@Valia_geo
National & Kapodistrian
Affiliation:
University of Athens
Greece
Country:
Position or status: Laboratory – Research Staff
Primary scientific
discipline:

Geology and geoenvironment

Brief summary of your research:
My main research area is the ecology of marine phytoplankton and the management of
waste affecting the coastal marine environment. My current research interest focuses on
the fate of microplastics in the sea and the relative negative effects to the marine
geochemical conditions. For several years I have collaborated with the National Marine Park
of Zakynthos Island (Greece) in order to gain a deeper understanding of the ecology of the
sea turtle Carettacaretta and improve the existing national park conservation policies. I am
also a laboratory – research staff member in the Faculty of Geology & Geoenvironment at
the University of Athens, where in the near future I plan to promote activities at the sciencepolicy-society interface.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Jon Lopez
jlopez@iattc.org

Affiliation:

Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission

Country:

Spain and USA

Position or status: Quantitative Scientists
Primary scientific
discipline:

Management and investigation
of tuna and tuna-like fisheries

Brief summary of your research:
My work focuses on developing alternative conservation measures for tuna and tuna-like
species, through the understanding of the impacts of the fishery on the ecosystem, habitats
and target and non-target species. I am interested in using new quantitative methodologies
that allow us to assess the effects of environmental conditions and anthropogenic activities
on exploited resources for the best scientific-advice and management.
During my PhD, I studied the behaviour of tropical tuna and non-tuna species at different
spatio-temporal scales and explored the use of new technologies for data collection and
analysis. Since then, my work has focused on mitigating the impact of fisheries on the
ecosystem and habitats, through the implementation of best fishing practices for the fleet
and the use of biodegradable fishing materials. Currently, I am studying the relationship
between different operational characteristics of the fleet and fishing mortality, as well as
developing alternative dynamic conservation measures for juvenile tropical tuna.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:

Patricia MartíPuig
patypuig@gmail.com
@patypuig
Consultant, Barcelona (WWF)
Spain
Marine Scientist

Primary scientific
discipline:

Marine Protected Areas

Brief summary of your research:
I am a marine scientist with wide international experience in different fields,
including Marine Protected Areas, coral reefs, genetics, ecology, deep-sea, climate
change and scientific awareness in NGOs, private sector and academia. My Ph.D.
was part of the Training Network for Monitoring Mediterranean Marine Protected
Areas, and we got trained in transferable skills related to marine conservation such
as governance, management, stakeholder engagement, conflict management and
socio-economic aspects of MPAs. I am also a board member of the Collaborative
Leadership Learning Forum, a Mediterranean network of Early Stage Career
professionals that develop leadership skills for marine conservation. During the last
year, I have been coordinating the deep-sea and ecological monitoring projects at
the Galapagos Marine Reserve. Now I am back to my native sea, the Mediterranean,
to develop several marine conservation projects, including environmental
campaigns, organization of workshops and other conservation projects in the field
of Marine Protected Areas. As we are highly connected and dependent to the ocean
and its recourses and there is the need to integrate science into policy and people.
My professional goal is to pursue further challenges in the science-policy-society
interface to ensure a sustainable management of marine resources.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:

Sabine Mathesius
smathesius@geomar.de
@SabineMathesius
GEOMAR
Germany
PhD Student
Marine biogeochemical
modelling

Brief summary of your research:
I am investigating the potential influence of ocean acidification on marine carbon export,
focussing mainly on the role of transparent exopolymer particles (TEP) that can enhance
particle aggregation and sinking speed. As an important pre-step, I developed a onedimensional model that estimates realistic vertical diffusivity profiles. It is calibrated with
temperature and salinity profiles from ocean field experiments (mesocosms). This model is
able to calculate the amount of exported carbon by taking into account that a varying
fraction of sinking material is mixed up to the surface again. Future changes in exported
marine carbon could have a significant impact on the ocean’s capacity to take up
anthropogenic CO2 from the atmosphere and thus, either enhance or mitigate climate
change. Previously, I investigated the potential of CO2 removal from the atmosphere to
mitigate or even reverse climate change and ocean acidification.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Sara Mynott
s.mynott@exeter.ac.uk
@SaraMynott
University of Exeter / Plymouth
Affiliation:
Marine Laboratory
Country:
UK
Position or status: PhD Student
Primary scientific
discipline:

Marine ecology

Brief summary of your research:
I am driven by a desire to understand the impact humans have on the marine
environment. My previous research concerns crustacean fisheries management and
how to optimise it – a subject that has clear applications to fisheries policy and
marine planning. Now in my PhD, my research is much broader: investigating the
impact of climate change on coastal ecosystems. Currently, my focus is on how
ocean warming and ocean acidification could alter predator-prey relationships –
and what this means for intertidal ecosystems in the future.
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Name:
Email Address:

Maria Grazia Pennino
graziapennino@yahoo.it or
grazia.pennino@ieo.es

Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Instituto Español de
Oceanografía
Spain
Research Fellow
Spatial ecology

I am a marine biologist, with a master's degree in Biostatistics and a PhD in Mathematics &
Statistics. Mostly, I have worked with Bayesian spatial-temporal models to estimate and
predict the distribution of relevant and important species in order to identify sensible
habitats. I have also applied this knowledge to describe fishers’ behaviour, to assess high
discard and by-catch hot-spots, and to identify nursery areas using different kinds of fishery
dependent and independent data. I have studied different fisheries (industrial and smallscale/artisanal) and several ecosystems (Mediterranean, Indian Ocean and Brazilian coastal
areas), working at different spatial (from local to global) and temporal scales. Recently, I
have also been interested in linking social and economic factors in the species distribution
models framework to understand how they could affect the distribution of the species. I
currently work at the IEO and am involved in several EU research projects to advise policymakers and stakeholders on hot-topics, such as the landing obligation discard issue or
small-pelagic assessment in the western Mediterranean Sea.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Janne Rohe
janne.rohe@leibniz-zmt.de

Leibniz Centre for Tropical
Marine Research
Country:
Germany
Position or status: PhD student
Primary scientific
Political Science
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:
Affiliation:

I am part of an interdisciplinary project entitled REPICORE (Resilience of South Pacific coral
reef social-ecological systems in times of global change), which combines social and natural
sciences. In the frame of this project, I have conducted research on coastal marine
governance in the South Pacific over the past three and a half years (and recently submitted
my PhD thesis). I studied community-based marine resource management systems in Fiji
and Solomon islands, analysing their potentials and challenges, while also considering
interactions with the national legal governance frameworks for coastal fisheries in both
countries. I conducted several months of fieldwork in the Solomon Islands and Fiji, using
qualitative and participatory research methods. In doing so, I worked closely with coastal
communities, academic experts, civil society, as well as with a range of government officials
involved in fisheries and marine management.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:

Lisa Pinto de Sousa
lisa@ua.pt
University of Aveiro& CESAM
Portugal
Post-doc
Environmental
science
and
planning

Brief summary of your research:
My scientific background is in Environmental Engineering and I have experience in
spatial planning and management. Since 2008, I have been working has a research
fellow at University of Aveiro& CESAM (Centre for Environmental and Marine
Studies). I finished my PhD, entitled ‘Model to integrate ecosystem services into the
planning process’ last year. My primary research interests are:
- Integrated planning and management of coastal and marine areas, and I was
involved in the Portuguese Maritime Spatial Planning and the Ovar – Marinha
Grande Coastal Zone Management Plan;
- Ecosystem services and its integration in planning and management of complex
social-ecological systems;
- Stakeholder engagement;
- Risk assessment, having been involved in the mapping and analysis of flood risk
and vulnerability in the scope of ADAPTARia research project;
- Geographical Information Systems and spatial analysis, which I used in several
projects.
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:

Jessica (Jess) Sparks
sparksj318@gmail.com
@j_decker_sparks
University of Nottingham
UK
Assistant Professor
Geography

Brief summary of your research:
My research focuses on understanding the complex linkages between the
degradation of marine ecosystems and the use of forced labour and slavery in
marine fisheries. By using a social-ecological justice approach, my research aims to
improve equity in the social dimensions of marine conservation and management.
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Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

Natasa Vaidianu
natasa.vaidianu@geo.unibuc.ro

University of Bucharest/Ovidius
University of Constanta
Romania
Country:
Position or status: Research Fellow
Affiliation:

Primary scientific
discipline:

Environmental geography

Brief summary of your research:
I have a PhD in Geography from the University of Bucharest; Research fellow within the
Interdisciplinary Center for Advanced Research on Territorial Dynamics (CICADIT),
University of Bucharest and Associate Professor of Environmental Geography at Ovidius
University of Constanta (since 2015).
I am currently involved in projects and publish papers on subjects like Marine Spatial
Planning, ocean governance and the science-policy interface, coastal and wetland
management, stakeholder involvement and participatory approach. I have been a coconvener of Land-Sea Interactions Workgroup in Ocean Gov Action since 2016.My work is
carried out in the Black Sea Basin, Danube Delta and Eastern Europe.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or status:
Primary scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Alexander van Oudenhoven
a.p.e.van.oudenhoven@cml.leid
enuniv.nl
@AvanOudenhoven
Institute of Environmental
Sciences CML, Leiden University
The Netherlands
Post-doc
Environmental science

I study the effectiveness of ecological engineering approaches in coastal
management, in terms of ecosystem services, aspects of human wellbeing and
other broad themes. I am interested in translating ecosystem services science into
policy-relevant findings, using indicators that are credible, salient and legitimate. I
intend to make science more policy relevant and stimulate policy makers to engage
with scientists. My main research project focuses on a mega sand nourishment in
the Netherlands and the worldwide applicability of ecosystem-based coastal
management. In addition, I am lead author of the IPBES regional assessment of
Europe and Central Asia.
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Chiara Venier
chiara.venier@ve.ismar.cnr.it
@ChiVenier
National Research Council Affiliation:
Institute of Marine Sciences
(Venice)
Italy
Country:
Position or status: Post-doc
Primary scientific Maritime Spatial Planning and
discipline:
Geodata management
Brief summary of your research:
Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:

I am currently working at CNR-ISMAR as a Post-Doctoral-Research Fellow in the Tools4MSP
team (http://data.tools4MSP.eu/team) on Maritime Spatial Planning, including geodata
management, tools implementation (I have specific expertise on the implementation of
Marxan decision support tools for multi-objective spatial prioritization) and scenario
analysis in order to support the MSP process in all its phases (evaluations, analysis and
planning proposals). I have been also working on aquaculture site selection, ecosystem
services for the MSP, cumulative impact and conflict use analyses. I am also involved in
several national (RITMARE Italian flagship project) and international projects (MUSESH2020, PORTODIMARE, SUPREME, SIMWESTMED and the past ADRIPLAN project), also
using a science-to-policy approach.

Name:
Email Address:
Twitter handle:
Affiliation:
Country:
Position or
status:
Primary
scientific
discipline:
Brief summary of your research:

Alina Wieczorek
Alina.Wieczorek@nuigalway.ie
@AlinaMWieczorek
Ryan Institute, National
University of Ireland Galway
Ireland
PhD student
Marine Environmental Science
and Ecology

My PhD research is entitled “Microplastic Pathways in Marine Pelagic Systems” and aims to
investigate abundances and effects of microplastics on organisms and ecological processes
within the pelagic realm. Specifically, I investigate the abundances and effects of
microplastics at four distinct trophic levels, each represented by a key ecological player.
The organisms I am working on include heterotrophic nanoflagellates, zooplankton,
mesopelagic fish and sea turtles. Furthermore, my research aims to quantify and qualify
microplastics in surface waters across the North Atlantic and the South Pacific to identify
hot spot areas of microplastics and factors governing microplastic accumulations.
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Practical information
Contact info
Lisa Maddison:
lisa.maddison@imr.no

T: +47 953 65 708
Andrea Borić:
Blue World Institute of Marine Research and Conservation
Kaštel 24, 51551 Veli Lošinj, Croatia

M: +385 91 7697442 T: +385 51 604666

Workshop venue
The Cure House or Lječilište Veli Lošinj, Pod Javori 27, 51 551 Veli Lošinj, Croatia.
The venue's website

Getting from Veli to Mali Lošinj
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To get from the meeting venue to Mali – Turn left onto the main road. Follow this road for about
3km, turn left (see below) onto Ul. braće Ivana iStjepana Vidulića which will take into Veli.

Weather for Croatia
It is going to be sunny and warm!
https://www.accuweather.com/en/hr/mali-losinj/114491/weather-forecast/114491
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